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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Published on the first Sunday of every month, Vox Pop is the "voice of the people" known as Mars Hill C hurch. Mars Hill 
is a church based in the greater Seattle area. W eekly Sunday gatherings are in Shoreline, Ballard, and W est Seattle. 
Events, activities, and small groups meet throughout the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk 
for a casual introduction to our church community. For more information, teaching, music, and more, visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop Online (marshillchurch.org/ voxpop) for more articles and content. 





Three Men, One Heart, One Mission 


Building the West Seattle Campus 


Since July of 2006, Mars Hill has been renovating the W est 
Seattle Campus building (7551 35th Ave SW ). During this 
project we have experienced many trials, some timeline 
delays, and an abundance of God's grace. Honestly, at 
this point in the process the core MHC building team feels 
like Rocky in the thirteenth or fourteenth round of a fifteen 
round fight. W e are tired and need some help to make it 
through the fight (see back cover). 

That said, we completely understand that without J esus 
nothing gets done. Psalm 127 tells us that unless Jesus 
builds the house, the workers labor in vain. | can't tell you 
how true this is and how these wise words have been on my 
heart for months. | can't tell you how many times we have 
been at a loss and Jesus has continued to build His church 
despite our shortcomings. 

Behind the scenes of the W est Seattle projectis a core 
team of amazing people who love Jesus and are working 
together for His glory. As we approach the culmination of a 
half a year's hard work, | wanted to give the Mars Hill family 
a small look into the lives and hearts of three members of the 
core team. 

These three men have been leading hundreds of people 
towards the completion of the W est Seattle C ampus build- 
ing project. My hope is that, as you read this and getto know 
these men better, you will see that the W est S eattle building 
project is less about a building and more about a people 
who love Jesus. Only Jesus can redeem lives and transform 
people's hearts. Only Jesus can forgive sinners of their sin 
and establish a relationship between God and man. Only 
Jesus can build his church. 


—B ubba Jennings, W est Seattle C ampus Pastor 


BRENT WILLIAMS 

Tell me a little about yourself. 

My name is Brent W illiams. | married my wife, Kim, in 
August 2006. 


What is your role at MHC | West Seattle Campus? 
Project Manager. | manage all the aspects of renovating the 
building and getting it ready for our guests and members. 
| coordinate our internal staff and our external designers, 
vendors, and contractors. 


How did you meet Jesus? 
| grew up in a Christian household, and have known about 
Jesus for a long time. Most of my life, however, has been 
spent in rebellion, pleasure-seeking, and large quantities of 
folly. Two years ago my sister dragged my hungover-self out 
of bed to go to church. | told her l'd go to a church, just not 
my parents' church. 

| had heard about the church with an unusual name a 
couple month's earlier when a girl's explanation for why she 
wouldn't go out with me ran something like, “1 go to Mars 
Hill." | had since noticed the building on my way to go drink- 
ing in Fremont. It was the only other church | could use as 
an excuse to avoid going to my parent's church. So | went, 
heard good preaching about sin, and was truly convicted. 


How did you get involved with MHC? 

A week after coming to Mars Hill | asked if anyone needed 
help with anything. | got plugged in with the security team 
and moved up in volunteer leadership. S ix months later | 
was offered an internship. That led to my staff position a 
few months ago. 


What has Jesus been teaching you lately? 

Just when you think you are a totally necessary part of God's 
design plan, He humbles you-dike when you go on a two- 
week honeymoon and everything runs along fine without you. 
More humbling is simply God's grace and blessing me - а 
guy with no experience besides failure and folly - with a job 
at Mars Hill. At the end of the day you can truly say that it was 
done by God, through G od, for His glory; | am notthe all-star 
you bring in to make it happen. His blessing is also very ap- 
parent in the fact that | just married a beautiful woman. 


What needs to happen between now and spring to 
finish the building project? 

The lounge/foyer area has the most work left. W e have done 
the build-out in stages and this is the third and final stage. 
There is plenty of painting left to be done, and then we will 
put in the carpet and all the fancy audio and video gear that 
we use on Sundays. If anyone has any extra time to volunteer, 
we could definitely use your help - Saturday Breakfast C lub 
at 9am is the easiest way to show up and get plugged in. 


ALAN FORST 

Tell me a little about yourself. 

My name is Alan Forst. l'm married to a wonderful woman 
named Sarah. We have been married going on eleven 
years. W e have three great sons: Niko (18), Jordan (9), and 
Nathan (8). 


What is your role with the West Seattle Campus 
building project? 

| am the superintendent of the project. | work for Pattison 
Construction Company and oversee all the sub-contractors 
of the project. 


How did you meet Jesus? 

My mom led me to Jesus when | was twelve years old. It was 
kind of uneventful. І knew І ћад a life-changing experience, butit 
took years for me to fully understand that] esus was myS avior. 


How did you get involved with MHC? 

Sarah and | were looking fora new church to get involved with. 
| needed to get solid biblical teaching and be challenged as 
a man of God. Sarah suggested we check out Mars Hill. W e 
came one Sunday and loved it. At first the change was difficult 
for our kids but over time they grew to love Mars Hill as much 
as Sarah and |. We have been members for over two years. 


What has Jesus been teaching you lately? 

Lately | have been stretched to be a better husband and 
father. Jesus has been teaching me that to be a man of God 
| must rely on Him at all times. That is what it all comes down 
to. If you look at my abilities as a man, | can fix most things 
- but that’s only because Jesus gave me those abilities. Apart 
from Him І can do nothing. Growing is sometimes painful, but 
the end result is very enjoyable. That is the Christian life: to 
grow closer to Jesus. 


ERIK HENRIKSON 

Tell me a little about yourself. 

My name is Erik Henrikson and | am happily married to my 
wife Rachel. We have one daughter, Janey, who was born 
this past year on April 23. 


What is your role at MHC | West Seattle Campus? 

| serve as the facilities manager for the W est Campus. This 
role includes construction work, maintenance, disciple- 
ship, teaching, training, developing teams, and coordinat- 
ing volunteers. 


How did you meet Jesus? 

My mother accepted C hrist as a girl and enjoyed walking my 
brother and | through the Bible. | remember countless hours 
of discussions about G od and the Bible - including many of 
my mother's patient, honest explanations about Jesus and 
our need for a Savior. It was her testimony of G od that led 
me to consider Christ as God. 

W hen | reached high school | investigated more deeply 
the claims of Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, and 
Judaism. After all, | did not want to believe Christ was the true 
representation of God just because my mother believed it. 

As | evaluated myself honestly, at seventeen | saw how 
evil | was. | knew | wasn't thinking and acting as | should. 
| became convinced that because morality exists, there is 
a moral law-giver. The question became: who is this law- 
giver? And who do | say Jesus is? 
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M HC | ballard 


north of the ballard bridge - 
1401 nw leary way 


sunday services —9am, 11am, 5pm, | 
& 7pm (no childcare during the 7pm) 


tuesdays 7am - men’s prayer 


weds. 7pm - gospel class, capstone, | 
kids’ kore, proxy student ministry 


Sats. 10am - breakfast club (eat & 
help prepare the building for sunday) 


01.12, 7pm - covenant singles 
ministry presents: Two Roads Traveled 


01.19, 7pm - film & theology 
presents: world trade center (PG - 13) 


01.26, 7pm - proxy concert 
01.27, 8:30-5 - women's training day 


MHC | west seattle 
: Chief sealth high school - 
: 2600 sw thistle st 


| saturdays 9am* - breakfast club : 
: (come enjoy a tasty breakfast and help capstone, kids’ kore, proxy student 


MHC | shoreline 


Schirmer auditorium (crista) - 
greenwood ave n & n 195th st 
sunday service - 10:30 am | sunday services - 9:15am & 11:15am 


‘tuesdays 7pm - gospel class, 


with the building project) | ministry 


: thursdays 7pm* - proxy student 

; ministry 

| *Event takes place at the Mars Hill 
_ building at 7551 35th Avenue SW. 














support groups 

weekly gatherings designed to Kindly, carefully, and firmly bring about a 
new way of life in Jesus. If addiction, abuse, homosexuality, unplanned 
pregnancy, or other trying circumstances affect your life, contact 
care@marshillchurch.org or (206) 706-4892 for more info. Pick up a 
Support Groups flyer at any MH campus for a list of the various groups. 





























Your one stop shop for all MH content and info: marshillchurch.org/feeds. Subscribe to our weekly email, podcasts, etc. 


e. TRAINING DAY: 





January 27,2007 


8:30am-5:00pm at MHC | ballard campus 


Register at marshillchurch.org 


For Mars Hill women who have never attended a 
Women's Training event, this day of teaching is 
formative and essential. Learn from our female teachers 


and leaders about the God we serve and the role He 
calls C hristian women to fulfill. 








register forcapstone 


Winter classes begin 1/9 in 
Shoreline and 1/10 in Ballard. 


register atmarshillchurch.org 


(the Gospel Class is a prerequisite for 
all capstone classes) 
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Translation Matters 





Why I Am Now Preaching from the English Standard Version 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





Every word of God proves true; he is a 
shield to those who take refuge in him. 
Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke 
you and you be found a liar. 


—Proverbs 30:5-6 


NOTE: The following is an excerpt from Pastor Mark’s 
complete essay on biblical translations in general and the 
English Standard Version (ESV) in particular. This document 
is available in its entirety at marshillchurch.org/content/esv. 


This month marks a significant change at Mars Hill C hurch. 
Since our inception as a small Bible study in 1996, all of 
my preaching and teaching has been done from the New 
International Version (NIV) of the Bible. The NIV was first 
published in 1978 and has become the most widely read 
English translation of the Bible, accounting for roughly 30 
percent of all Bible sales. Over the years, God has used 
the NIV greatly in my life, beginning with my conversion in 
1990, and | praise God for the translation and my friends at 
Zondervan for publishing it along with numerous study aids 
and study Bibles. 

However, the elders at Mars Hill Church have decided 
that we should transition from the NIV (more of a "thought 
for-thought" translation) to the English Standard Version 
(ES V, more of a "word-for-word" translation) as our primary 
pulpit translation. Here | will outline some basic theological 
reasons for this shift. 


Why is the English Standard Version best 
for preaching? 


There are two sets of reasons—theological reasons and prac- 
tical/pastoral reasons—that have led the elders to decide that 
the ESV is the best translation for our preaching ministry and 
why we prefer the ESV to other translations. The theological 
reasons are listed below. To read the complete argument 
(including the list of practical and pastoral reasons why we 
are switching to the ESV), please refer to the complete ver- 
sion of this document at marshillchurch.org/esv. 


1. The ESV upholds the truth that Scripture is the 
very words of God, not just the thoughts of God. 


This point is inextricably connected to the doctrine of verbal 
plenary inspiration, which means that God the Holy Spirit 
inspired not just the thoughts of Scripture butthe very words 
and details. Moreover, the Bible repeatedly declares that 
the very words of God are important, not just the thoughts 
they convey (e.g., Exodus 19:6; Deuteronomy 32:46- 47; 
Proverbs 30:5-6; Matthew 4:4; Luke 21:33; John 6:63; 
17:8; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Revelation 21:5; 22:18- 19). 


[a] М J anuary 07 2007 


2. The ESV upholds that what is said must be known 
before what is meant can be determined. 


Only after knowing what Scripture says can we understand 
what it means. Practically, this means that Bible translations 
are Separate from and must precede Bible commentaries. A 
word-for-word translation along the lines of the ESV enables 
this to occur by seeking, as much as possible, to not insert 
interpretive commentary into the translated text of Scripture; 
rather, it lets the text breathe as a living word and speak 
for itself. The general problem with thought-for-thought 
translations and paraphrases is that their English interpreters 
include commentary that is not part of the original text and 
thereby commingle Bible and Bible commentary. For the av- 
erage reader, this is problematic because they do not know 
which parts of their Bible are from the original text and which 
parts have been added by commentators who were trying to 
convey their interpretation of its meaning. 


3. The ESV upholds the truth that words 
carry meaning. 


Some scholars will argue that thought-for-thought and para- 
ohrase translations do not change the meaning of Scripture 
but just the words of Scripture in an effort to clarify the mean- 
ing of Scripture. But this reasoning is fallacious because 
meaning is carried in words. W hen we change the words of 
Scripture we are changing the meaning of Scripture. For this 
reason, when we handle other important documents we do 
not take the liberty to change their words (for example, an at- 
torney is not free to change the words of a signed contract). 


4. The ESV maintains the theological nomenclature 
of Scripture. 


One of the more popular arguments for thought-for-thought 
translations and paraphrases is that people do not under- 
Stand the theological nomenclature that Scripture uses to 
express doctrinal concepts. The reasoning follows that 
words like “justification” and “propitiation,” which the original 
text of Scripture used, should be replaced with more modern 
vernacular that people can understand. 

The question begs to be answered: why should we 
stop with only some theological words that the average 
person does not understand? The sad truth is that we live 
in a culture that has very little biblical knowledge and many 
if not most of the central words that Scripture uses are not 
understood by the average person. For example, in a place 
like Seattle, where there are more dogs than Christians, the 
average person probably has little if any biblical understand- 
ing of what is meant by basic words such as “God,” “sin,” 
and “Jesus.” 

| was once writing an article for a non-Christian news- 
paper and in my column | said that God had convicted me 
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What's in an acronym? 


A quick guide to Bible translations 


Read Pastor Mark's complete essay on biblical trans- 


lations, online at marshillchurch.org/content/ есу. 


CEV 
ESV 
GNB 
HCSB 
KJV 
NASB 
NCV 
NIV 
NLT 
NKJV 
NRSV 
NTME 
REB 
RSV 
TAB 
TLB 
TM 
TNIV 
TSB 


Contemporary English Version 
English Standard Version 

G ood News Bible 

Holman C hristian Standard Bible 
King James Version 

New American Standard Bible 
New Century Version 

New International Version 

New Living Translation 

New King James Version 

New Revised Standard Version 
New Testament in Modern English (Phillips) 
Revised English Bible 

Revised Standard Version 

The Amplified B ible 

The Living Bible 

The Message 

Today's New International Version 
The Street Bible 


Word-for-Word Translations 
ESV HCSB KIV NASB NK NRSV, RSV 


Thought-for-Thought Translations 
NCV NIV TINIAN E СЕ) CNB TREB 


Paraphrases 
NTME TAB TEB IM TSB 


C orru ptions 
New W orld Translation 


Further Reading 

The Indestructible Book, by Ken Connolly 
The Word of God in English, by Leland Ryken 
Choosing a Bible, by Leland Ryken 

The Bible in Translation, by Bruce Metzger 
How We Got the Bible, by John Sailhamer 


Strong 
were an actor or musician, he’d need an agent. 
The elders determined that he needs a right 
hand man who can help him, protect him, 
and speak on his behalf as Mark juggles 
all the oversight of Resurgence, Acts 29, 
and Mars Hill Church. Andrew J. Hamilton 
and his wife Crystal have been members of 
Mars Hill Church since 2000. They have three 
children, Sinai, Aecia, and Hudson. 


Ву Pastor]ames Harleman memme 


Eight new elders (pastors) were added to the Mars Hill 
roster following a vote on December 11 by the fifteen exist- 
ing elders of Mars Hill Church. It's emboldening to move 
into a new year with this greatly needed expansion of Mars 
Hill leadership, pressing forward with a growing body and 
multi-campus evolution. Sunday guests see Pastor Mark up 
on stage - and perhaps the campus or worship pastor as 
well - but rarely stop to think about the council of elders 
that Jesus has raised up to lead this church and its various 
areas of ministry. 

Elders at Mars Hill Church are appointed by God to 
Shepherd and lead the flock of Mars Hill. The pastors/elders 
(we use the words synonymously) represent the primary 
leadership and convene to discuss matters of theology, 
direction for the church, and discipline with love for the 
people at Mars Hill. The elders oversee vital components 
of the church, including Sunday services and outreach, 
Community Groups, discipleship, membership, and admin- 
istration. The elders preach, teach, and counsel to the glory 
of God, and these matters are not taken lightly. 

So who are these new guys and what do they do? 
Let's start with Pastor AJ. Hamilton, Associate Pastor to 
Pastor Mark Driscoll. With billions of emails a week and 
the phone ringing off the hook, let’s face it: if Pastor Mark 


Mars Hill welcomes eight new elders 


W hen Pastor Steve Tompkins shifted to be- 
come Shoreline campus pastor, we needed to bring ina 
ringer to replace him as the overseer of our church-planting 
network, Acts 29. Pastor Scott Thomas brings with him 
twenty-five years of ministry experience to Mars Hill Church 
and has served on the Acts 29 board for some time. Scott 
will help church planters around the world as the pastor 
directing the Acts 29 Network full-time. He and his wife 
Jeannie became members of Mars Hill Church this year and 
have two teenage sons, Dustin and Darrin. 

Too many churches give their student ministries to the 
untested, unequipped, young single guy. The pivotal years 
during which children become adults is a time when teens 
need discipleship at its best. Enter Pastor Adam Sinnett 
(and his great wife Jen), who has been a valued part of the 
Mars Hill team. As a pastor, Adam will continue to grow 
and distribute Proxy Student Ministry across our expanding, 
multi-campus church. 

So who runs Mars Hill’s Life Stage Department, you 
ask? W ait- we have а Life Stage Department? S ince when? 
Mars Hill's life stage ministries (Proxy, Children's Ministry, 
Covenant singles ministry, etc.) have evolved slowly, as our 
demographic has expanded. Now we need somebody who 
can tie together our teaching and training from the cradle 
to the grave. Pastor Bill Clem will be helping organize our 
various life stage ministries for children, students, college 
and singles, marriage, parenting, and more. Former Pastor 
of Doxa Church in W est Seattle, Bill and his wife Jeanne 


became a part of Mars Hill Church as Doxa welcomed us 
in establishing a Mars Hill Campus in their facility. Bill has 
been a part of the Acts 29 Network for years and involved in 
teaching and ministry for decades. 

Having also pastored at Doxa Church, Pastor James 
Noriega, with his wife G ina and their daughter Kaitlyn, joined 
Mars Hill Church as Doxa became Mars Hill's W est S eattle 
Campus. James brings to the Mars Hill family his experience 
with shepherding and discipling others, particularly in the 
area of addiction. James' vision is to create S upport G roups 
that truly seek transformation and not just mitigation. 

If you're at Shoreline and see a big man who looks a 
bit like Grizzly Adams, you've spotted Pastor Tim О uiring. 
Don't let his size intimidate you; Tim is a humble servant 
working with our Community G roups in the north end. Tim 
lives in Everett with his wife Anne and their four children 
Nathan, Heather, Sarah, and Jacob. His efforts are helping 
our hundreds of midweek groups grow not only in size, but 
also in health. 

W e have а lot of weddings at Mars Hill C hurch, perhaps 
one a week. That means a lot of premarital counseling; we 
now have two more pastors to help with this integral work. 
Pastor Tim Reber and his wife Mary are delightful members 
of Mars Hill Church with two grown children, Caitlin and 
James. Tim and his wife have led a Community Group and 
currently mentor couples in our church's premarital program, 
expanding the work once done exclusively by Pastor Lief 
Moi. 

Pastor James Dahlman and his wife Andrea have 
also been integral as both Community Group leaders and 
deacons since the beginning of Mars Hill Church in 1996. 
James also feels called to help pastor the church and mentor 
couples toward marriage, with the loving assistance of his 
wife. They have four wonderful children, Kyra, Nolan, Elijah, 
and Anna. 

And these are just the new guys... it’s likely many read- 
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Where the Hand of God 
and the Hands of Men Meet 





——— - 


In the shifting sands of churches today the - 
doctrine of God has taken the back burner | 
to more cultural hot buttons. This should 
alarm the church, as many of the debated 
issues center on the doctrine of God... 
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March 23-25 - МНС | Ballard Campus - $254 
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New2Seattle Ministry 


hel DS area 
newbies acquire local 


aptitude 


By Magnolia Bumbershoot 









It's a cold О ctober evening and a group of people are strolling 
the Ballard Art W alk. An hour ago they had nothing in com- 
mon other than the fact that they had just moved here from 
another state. The intrepid group is getting an introduction to 
our fair city courtesy of one of Mars Hill’s newest ministries, 
New2Seattle - which is pretty much exactly what it sounds 
like: a ministry to help Mars Hill folks who are new to Seattle. 
Those of us not originally from the area know that it can be 
very challenging to adjust to both the culture of Seattle and a 
new church home - particularly if the church home includes 
5,000 other people! 

A change of residence can be exciting or traumatic to 
the individual and families. Mostly it generates a combina- 
tion of emotions, depending on the circumstances of each 
moving experience. The US Census shows that lifestyle 
changes are the primary reason for a move: graduation, new 
job, bigger/better home, new baby, promotion, marriage, 
divorce, retirement, or job transfer. This same survey shows 
that one in five people move every year. That’s 20 percent of 
the United States population. Additionally, it takes two years 
for the mover to “feel settled” and an average of six months 
to become familiar with the surroundings. At Mars Hill, ac- 
cording to the most recently completed visitor cards, over 
22 percent of Mars Hill newcomers have lived in the Pacific 
Northwest less than one year. In essence, special methods 
need to be developed to address this population in a very 
personalized and unique way. 

Starting this month, New2Seattle will be holding 
monthly social events throughout the city. These events will 
be inviting to various demographics (families with kids, fami- 
lies without kids, singles). The only prerequisite for attending 
events is that participants must have moved to the Seattle 
area from another city/state within the last year. Attendees 
that complete a visitor card and indicate that they're new to 
Seattle will be invited to the events. 

"Eight years ago, when | moved to Seattle, | knew no 
one," said New2S eattle volunteer Meredith Stinson. “I didn't 
know where to get a driver's license, where | should set up 
my new bank account, and what church to attend. | have 
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I ) Таке the Underground Tour. Most people may not 
know that Seattle's first settlers screwed up royally and ended 
up having to bury the original city and build on top of it. Too 
bizarre to be true? Take the tour and see for yourself. 608 
First Ave (Pioneer Square), www.undergroundtour.com 


rain, 





hi 


2 ) Grocery shop at Uwajimaya. Though Seattle may be shamefully whitebread (according 


Five 
Ways 
fo 
Get 
Acquainted 
With 
Seattle 


ILE, ог rdin 





to the Seattle Times, turns out Bellevue is more diverse), there’s still plenty of culture to 


experience and learn from in and around the city. As gateway to the International District, 


Uwajimaya is a good place to start. 600 Sth Ave S, www.uwajimaya.com/sea 


3) Read a book in Suzzallo Library. Shi 


ny as the new public 


library may be, nothing beats cracking a hefty tome within the 


Gothic confines of UW’s quintessential colle 


ge book nook. 


4) Grab a snack at the Seattle Center. Though the food is 


nothing special, weekends at the Seattle Center usually include 


some sort of random, low-key, free entertainment (think high school 


steel drum bands and cultural appreciation events). During the 


summertime, the fountai 
place ever. 


n outside is the greatest people watching 


5) Walk Pike Place Market. Though you'll have to fight throngs of out-of- 


towners, this is no contrived tourist trap. 


Pike Place has been around since 1907. 


Its existence and history epitomize Seattle — the good, the bad, and the ugly. 


always been a resourceful person but | wasn’t prepared for 
the hassles and the loneliness of starting over in a new State. 
It wasn't exactly the adventure | had hoped for.” 

It took about a year for Meredith to feel like S вае was 
her home. Last year while returning to her parent's house in 
San Diego, she recalled the loneliness of that initial move 
and realized that there must be other people new to Mars 
Hill that must be feeling that same thing now. She decided 
to approach Pastor James Harleman with an idea. Pastor 
James had also realized this was a necessary new ministry. 
With his help and the help.of member Lisa Beyeler, the 
ministry was created.  . 

At present, Lisa and Meredith assist with New2S eattle's 
vision while fellow Seattle transplants Dave and Jacquie 
Harris implement the ministry. According to Dave, “While 
there are currently many Mars Hill ministries that provide 
community (Community: Groups, MH Outdoors, serving, 
etc.) our. goal is to provide an additional resource for this 


SEATTLE 





particular group. W e want to provide specific resources and 
activities that will make them feel at home quickly.” 

As aresource, New2Seattle uses a 40+ page booklet 
written by a variety of Mars Hill members on topics from 
buying a home to the best thrift shopping in town. The 
packet is available via PDF and can soon be viewed on 
the Mars Hill website. “We wanted to create a document 
that included everything a Mars Hillian would want to know 
about Seattle,” said Lisa Beyeler. “There isn't another docu- 
ment out there like it! Some of my favorite pieces include 
Matt Johnson writing on the Seattle music scene and Self- 
proclaimed coffee addict Marin Ketzel’s guide to ordering 
coffee Seattle style." 17 | 


For more information on how to become involved in this 
ministry please contact new2seattle@marshillchurch.org. 


tuesdays at MHC | shoreline campus starting Ј an. 9 
wednesdays at MHC | ballard campus starting J an. 10 


Is Mars Hill your church? The eight-week Gospel class láys. ће ` | 
theological foundation upon which our community lives and breathes. “Register 2% 
We ask every potential church member to take the Gos 
see if Mars Hillis truly a plac 











ARP presents: 

Is there such a thing as 
good and evil; 

right and wrong; 

an absolute truth? 


619 Western 

3rd Floor North 
Every first Thursday 
7:00-9:30pm 
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THE 


HEART 


COMMUNICATION 


Mars Hill 
Women’s 
Retreat 200/ 


Since "what comes out of the 
mouth proceeds from the heart" 
(Mt. 15:18), a look at our words is a 
look at the love of our hearts. 


This year's Women's Retreat will look 
to Christ and the Word to simplify our 
sin-complicated lives by sifting our 
conversation through biblical teaching on 
Christ-like love. 


March 3-4 at Semiahmoo Resort 
in Blaine, WA 


Register at marshillchurch.org 
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that they rightfully owned the church property, since 
they built it and arranged for the financing. 

T hus began a back-and-forth legal battle between 
congregation and denomination. Haldane Duff was 


Subpoenaed to testify in 1971. “T hat was terrible,” his 
SERVICE TONIGHT wife remembers. “Haldane would go every day. He 


E thel D uff (far right) began attending the W est ít couldn't eat. | made him custard. T hat is all he ate all 


: ou the time the week of trial. It was upsetting to him." 
Seattle church in the early 1940's. As a faithful »m On December 30, 1971, Superior Court Judge 


employee, she hd ped see the congregation through good — іс Keith M. Callow ruled that Н illcres did not have the 
times and bad. 1967 brought a little of both: the right to unilaterally disaffiliate from the Presbytery of 
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By Crystal Griffin 


E ditor's note T he following is an excerpt from a complete 
historical account that will be published in conjunction with 
the re opening of the W est Seattle Campus’ main facility 
this spring. 


Under the leadership of the R everend M ark M atthews, 
the West Seattle congregation built their first building 
on the property of 7551 35th Ave SW in 1927. After 
Matthews death in 1940, Haldane (“HALL-den”) 
D uff became the church's lead pastor. T he church, then 
known as H illcrest Presbyterian, continued to grow (in 
numbersand building expansion), reaching a joyful peak 
in 1967 with the marriage of Pastor H aldane and long- 
time church employee, Ethel O Ison (who has been Ethel 
D uff ever since). 1967 wasthe same year, however, that 
things began to get more difficult for the West Seattle 
church. 


THE CONFESSION OF 1967 

From the eighteenth century until 1967, the doctrinal 
standard for the Presbyterian Church had always been 
the Westminster Confession of Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms. But in 1967 the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) adopted the Confession of 1967 (or "C - 
67")and a Book of C onfessions. T hischange wasto drive 
a rift not only in the local West Seattle congregation in 
the late sixties but also in Presbyterian churches across 
the U.S. T he effects of the rift are still felt today (See 
"Presbyterian vs. Presbyterian" opposite page). 

The problem for Haldane and others in his 
congregation was that "the Confession of 1967 [was] 
radically different from Westminster. W hile Westminster 
addressed] the nature of God, Christology, the work 
of the Spirit, Scripture, original sin, salvation and the 
historic Reformed doctrines of faith . . . [C-67] had a 
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beginning of E ће and Pastor Н aldane D uff’s lifa ong 
marriage, and the beginning of the end of H illcrest 
Presbyterian. T he catalyst for the latter was the 


denomination's controversial " Confession of 1967." 


A GREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES: 


A HISTORY OF THE WEST SEATTLE CAMPUS 


single focus - reconciliation. O n Scripture, C -67 took a 
different tack, saying it wasinspired but 'neverthelessthe 
words of men." Elders and deacons that were installed 
in the Presbyterian congregations would now have to 
accept the new confession in addition to the Westminster 
Confession. 

T heR everend wasin a hard place: he had to accept 
the new confession or he had to leave the Presbyterian 
denomination, and convince his people to do the same. 
H aldane had grown up on the Westminster C onfession, 
like other Presbyterians, and he objected to the change. 
T he new confession challenged the inerrancy of the 
Scripture, which H aldane could not accept. H e was a 
Bible preacher at heart. Н e preached for an entire month 
on the new confesson and the Presbyterian church 
government and what it meant for his church. 

After studying the issue for a year, Pastor H aldane 
resigned. H e knew there was no way he could stay with 
the Presbyterian denomination after they adopted the 
new confession. Since the denomination technically 
owned the West Seattle property, H aldane also knew 
there was no way he could keep the church buildings 
once he left the denomination - this in spite of the fact 
that the congregation had spent a number of decades, 
thousands of dollars, and countless hours of manual 
labor to literally build their church from the ground up. 
Even though it meant losing the church property and 
his own employment benefits, resigning and leaving 
the PCUSA was worth the cost for Haldane. Just as 
long ago in Ireland his father had rejected the family 
inheritance in order to follow God's call on his life (Vox 
Pop, 11/ 2006), Haldane followed what he knew to be 
the truth and trusted that God would provide. “It was a 
headache but he worked so hard,” Ethel said. 

When he resigned, many of the people in his 
congregation were angry because they thought he 
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should stay and fight the denomination. And so H illcrest 
Presbyterian, which H aldane had pastored for twenty 
years, split. Even though the whole church disagreed 
with the new confession, most of the nearly 2,000 
members stayed with the building because, since they 
had the deed, they thought they could keep it from the 
denomination. 

T he minority that left (which included Н aldane and 
Ethel Duff, eleven or twelve members, and a few elders) 
thought it best to move out of the building and start a 
another church. T hey had no building, and so they went 
to an old dirty fire hall on 100th Street. T hey cleaned it 
up and met there for seven years (the building remainsto 
this day). 


WH AT’S IN A NAME? 

T hough their lead pastor and many of their elders were 
gone, those who remained in the 35th Avenue building 
retained the “Н illcres Presbyterian" moniker. While 
R ev. Duff and his handful of members worked to start 
anew, their former congregation voted to break from 
the Presbyterian denomination. T he church considered 
itself independent, despitethefact that the denomination 
refused to recognize its withdrawal. 

In August, 1968, thePresbytery approved a measure 
that would dissolve the West Seattle church, which 
meant that H illcrest was supposed to hand over their 
property to the Presbyterian denomination. D espite this 
order, the congregation still continued to worship in the 
building, intentionally ignoring the directive. T hey also 
continued to add staff and grow in attendance. 

On October 31, 1968, H illcrest filed a suit against 
the Presbytery of Seattle in the Superior Court of 
Washington State "seeking an injunction to prevent the 
Presbytery of Seattle from interfering with the church 
and use of its property." T he church members believed 
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Seattle. T he judge also granted the foreclosure. But the 
disaffected H illcrest congregation was not giving up 
without a fight. T hey appealed again and again, first 
to the Washington State Court of Appeals, then the 
Washington State Supreme C ourt. 


Finally, their seven-year battle (1967 to 1974) came : 
to an end when the Supreme Court of the United States ~ 


refused to review the lower court's decision favoring 


the Seattle Presbytery. On April 22, 1974, Hillcrest " 


Presbyterian officially lost the West Seattle building. 


і essthan fifteen years prior to this, a member of the — 


prayer committee had written in the H illcrest bulletin 
about a small church fire (it was caught before it caused 
too much damage). W hat she then wrote rings too true, 


in retrospect: "T oo often wetakefor granted God'shous | 


being there when we want and need it, and giving very 
little thought to what it would be like were it not. T here 
are many ways our church could be taken from us, fire 
being one we think of most often, | suppose." T he one 
way she probably did not think it would be taken from 
them was by their own denomination.! 


HALDANE'SHOMECOMING 

Inthemeantime, H aldane D uff'scongregation (known 
as T he Community Church of Washington) had been 
meeting in the fire hall for all seven years of the trial. 
When the denomination won the building, Haldane 
decided he wanted to buy it back. T hough the H illcrest 
faction also wanted to buy back the building, Ethel said 
that the denomination "wouldn't sell the building to 
those people because they turned around and sued the 
Presbyter y." 

Asitturnsout, H aldane made a wise decision when 
he chose not to fight the national Presbyterian Church. 
T hough he couldn't accept the Confession of '67, the 
denomination "liked Haldane..they didn't hold [it] 
against him," Ethel said. | n fact, "they continued to want 
him to come back but he couldn't do it. H is conscience 
wouldn't let him." 

The Presbytery was selling the 35th Avenue 
property for $150,000, but Community Church only 


1| омеа special thank you to M г. J df W illiams, Attorney at L aw, 
who dug up the actual court documents for the entire seven- year 
battle between Н illcrest Presbyterian Church and the P resbytery 
of Seattle (Cause # 702309) and then took the time to explain the 
legal process to me. 


"iens 











had $30,000 saved up. T he Presbytery sold it to them 
anyway. And so H aldane and his church worked hard 
to pay for the same building they had already worked so 
hard to build and pay for years ago. 

Ethel remembers how one Saturday night, the 
Presbytery locked H illcrest out, and the next Sunday 
morninglettheC ommunity C hurch in. O ncethey were 
back in the building, H aldane's congregation changed 
their name again, this time to Grace Community 
Church. (The Hillcrest congregation stuck together 
and later joined the Presbyterian Church in America 
- the PCA.) 

Though Haldane Duff and his congregation 
were back in their original building, the struggle 
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THE BIRTH OF THE PCA 


Tracing its origins back to the Reformation age, the teach- 
ings of John Calvin, and the leadership of John Knox, the 
Presbyterian Church has since fragmented many times. 
Today, the largest “Presbyterian” denomination is the 
Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA). The PCUSA is a 
mainline denomination and the form of Presbyterianism 
that most people are familiar with; if you've been to a 
Presbyterian Church (especially in this part of the coun- 
try), it was probably PCUSA. 

The most notable present-day offshoot of the 
Presbyterian C hurchis the Presbyterian C hurch in America 
(PCA). The PCA denomination began in the 1970s, in 
part due to the fallout caused by the Confession of 1967. 
C-67, as it was known, supplanted the W estminster 
Confession as the mainline P resbyterian C hurch's primary 
confession of faith. W ith passages like "the Scriptures, 
given under the guidance of the Holy S pirit, are neverthe- 
less the words of men,” C -67 was unacceptable for many 
within the denomination who maintained a high view of 
the Bible as Truth. 

W hile some pastors left the P resbyterian C hurch to 
strike out on their own (like W est S eattle's Haldane Duff), 
others took more definitive action. In 1973, the PCA de- 
nomination officially began when, according to the official 
PCA website (www.pcanetorg), its founding members 
defected from the PC USA (then known as the PCUS) “in 
Opposition to the long-developing theological liberalism 
which denied the deity of Jesus Christ and the inerrancy 
and authority of Scripture.” 

Since then, the PCA has become “one of the 
faster growing denominations in the United States” while 
PCUSA has endured a drastic decline in membership 
(www.pcanet.org). “Current membership reflects a net 
loss of 351,614 members, or about 13.2 percent, over 
the last 10 years,” admits the official PCUSA website 
(WWw.pcusa.org). 

At the peak of mainline Presbyterianism's influence, 
2.11 percent of the nation’s entire population belonged to 
the denomination. In 2005, that percentage was down to 
0.78 (www.layman.org). W hile this particular statistic does 
not explicitly indicate a direct correlation, it is interesting to 
note that the 2.11 percent high began in 1967, the very 
Same year that Presbyterian leaders diluted their church’s 
official doctrine. W hatever the cause, the denomination 
has never been the same since that year.- Andrew Myers 
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déacon 


amy lockman 





role at mars hill 
Executive Assistant to Pastor Jamie Munson 


Sunday campus birthday 
W est Seattle 06.03 


first set foot in Mars Hill 

February 2002. Just before coming to Mars Hill, God had 
convicted me in a huge way that | was to find a church that 
taught the Bible. That same week a co-worker told me she 
had visited Mars Hill and thought of me while she was there. 
| walked in and Pastor Mark was preaching from Proverbs. 

| think | cried every week because | was so overwhelmed 

by God's grace and sovereignty as | feasted on the meat of 
His word. 


deacon since 
Fall 2005 


scripture 

"In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness 
and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it." 
- |saiah 30:15 


quotation 

“We shall not cease from exploration, and the end of all 
our exploring will be to arrive where we started and know 
the place for the first time." And, "W hat life have you if 
you have not life together? There is no life that is not in 
community, and no community not lived in praise of God." 
PE Eliot 


Last book read 

Most of the time l'm reading one fictional book and one 
non-fictional book. | just finished Anita S hreve's All He Ever 
W anted, which | didn't like but read it anyway; | also just 
finished C ry of the Soul, by Dan Allender, which I really liked. 


Last movie watched 
The Polar Express with my 3 year old godson. He loved it 
so | loved it! 


Album mostlistened to 
The Mission soundtrack —at least a few times a week. 


Favorite eatery 
No way there can be just one - Easy Street Café, JaK's, 
and Wild Ginger. 





deascon (de'ken) n. 1. Attendant or assistant to church 
pastors/elders. 1 Timothy 3: 8 
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The Adventures of Nashville Kat 


Learning from the example of a Mars Hill “Ruth” 


By Elisabeth Krohn 





As we enter into the new “Redeeming Ruth” sermon Series, 
it’s a great time to consider those “Ruths” around us—women 
in our families, those we are friends with or married to, women 
we serve alongside іп the church—women who love Jesus а 
whole lot and have seen His mark of redemption in their lives. 
Just recently | had the privilege of meeting one of Mars Hill's 
own "Ruths"—a smart, funny, intelligent woman who has her 
own story of redemption. Her name is Kat Sandquist. Let me 
tell you a bit about her and her story. 

Kat grew up in the Seattle area and was raised in a 
C hristian home, going to church often, but up until she was 
a senior in high school she says she felt she was very much 
living a sort of double life. “I was the only one in my family 
that did 'naughty' things like sneak out at night and hang out 
with the wrong crowd." At age eighteen she gave her whole 
life over to God, in what she would say was not a dramatic 
story, but a simple one. "In some ways | always wanted one 
of those sensational stories. But at eighteen | just kind of 
realized my life wasn't going in the right direction and | was 
convicted and wanted to change." 

And change is exactly what happened. Kat's first major 
decision after that was to attend Bible school in Europe for 
a year. There she met Hilary Tompkins (Shoreline C ampus 
PastorSteve Tompkins' wife) and developed a friendship that 
has continued to this day. W hen she returned to S eattle, Kat 
worked for Nordstrom, building a successful career in retail 
that lasted twelve years. Being very much a people person, 
she was able to develop a great rapport with her customers, 
and eventually became the company's top salesperson. 

But God had something completely different in store 
for Kat-a job she was not anticipating. Knowing that Kat 
was ready for a career change, her father introduced her to 
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KMPS radio personality, Ichabod Caine. Upon meeting Kat, 
Ichabod thought she would make a great right-hand person 
for a show he was hosting and producing. Kat ended up 
working with Ichabod for almost ten years, assisting him 
with all things pertaining to his show, including many on-air 
Spots sharing with listeners the wacky everyday stories of her 
life. Her initial job working in radio taught her a lot about the 
talents and skills God had given her. “I found out | was more 
gifted than | thought. | think God had me in line for this radio 
thing all along,” she says. 

After her time working with Ichabod, Kat found herself 
reporting country music entertainment news briefly for a 
national syndicated show before deciding it was time to 
set out and see if she could develop her own gig. So she 
Simply started contacting radio stations across the country 
to see if they would pick up a two-minute show she wanted 
to do reporting on country music stars. Her hope was to 
get ten stations interested. Today she’s got a lot more than 
that--"Nashville Kat” can be heard on twenty-seven stations 
around the nation. Kat's able to create her own schedule, 
work from home, interview some of country’s biggest stars, 
interact with her fans, and travel from time to time. She con- 
Siders it the perfect job, second only to an “ice cream tester 
for Ben & Jerry's." "It's a pretty amazing story,” she says of 
her career in radio. “It’s not me, it's just all God. I’m the one 
that opens my mouth and picks up the phone but God does 
all the work.” 

How did Kat find her way to Mars Hill? Well, remem- 
ber back to her time in Bible school with Steve and Hilary 
Tompkins? It was through Hilary that Kat received an invita- 
tion to check outthe church about four years ago. Of her first 
experience at Mars Hill she says, “I was blown away. Mark 
has the same sense of humor that | do and | related to him. 
And | knew Mars Hill was a place where if | wanted to be a 


t and dogs: introducing Malchus and Ruby, Kat's two Great Danes. 
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little bit funky | could fit in.” From there Kat got involved by 
serving in the office during the week, helping the pastors and 
deacons with administrative tasks. After taking a break to get 
her new Great Dane puppy adjusted to life at her house, 
she’s now considering what new area of ministry G od is call- 
ing her to serve in. 

As we begin the new sermon Series “Redeeming Ruth”, 
| was interested to hear what Kat's gleaned from her own 
study of the story of Ruth. "I love that Ruth was just living life 
and going along and God blessed her,” she says. “God has 
to be able to work in the realm of your regular life without you 
having to try too hard at it.” Kat sees how this has been the 
case for her, how she landed a job in radio and came to the 
position she's in now, hosting her own show. 41 didn't look 
for it, or even know | wanted it,” she says. “God was like this 
great ballet master, positioning me into the right place.” 

Kat hopes that, as a mature single woman within the 
church body, while she lives her life serving God and oth- 
ers, God will position her in a place where she can meet 
the godly husband she’s been waiting for. Yet, her perspec- 
tive is very much in the right place. “The singleness thing 
has been a struggle for me in many respects until the last 
few years when | finally decided | totally have a great life if 
this is the best it gets—short of this husband | have always 
wanted. Yet, | am completely satisfied if that’s not going to 
happen. | think that’s a good place for girls to be, for any 
Single person to be.” 

Like the story of Ruth, Kat sees God’s mark of redemp- 
tion in her own life. “You know, | haven't sort of arrived after 
all this time walking with God,” she says. “Redemption is a 
daily thing of trying to keep my focus on Christ amidst my 
circumstances. | just realize every day how much | am in need 
of a Savior—even more than | used to ever think. Jesus is the 
ultimate goal for me, always has been and always will be.” 
Kat is a great example of a Mars Hill version of Ruth—serving 
faithfully with her life, maintaining a humble perspective, will- 
ing to take risks for God, and keeping her eyes on Jesus as 
her personal story of redemption continues on. 17 


Elisabeth Krohn is a Mars Hill deacon in training. She 
works on the website and is a Story Group and Grace 
Group leader. 


Peanut Butter, 
Diapers, & 
Toothpaste 


Mars Hill partners with local 
ministries to “Give Love” 


In our city famed for its social & political barking with 
no charitable bite, Give Love is an excellent opportu- 
nity to step out counter-culturally and be the merciful 
hands of Jesus. 

On February 4th and 11th (Sundays), all our 
campuses will be participating in Give Love. This 
event is a joint effort between Mars Hill and our local 
brothers and sisters who operate mercy ministries 
such as the Union Gospel Mission and Salvation 
Army. W e'll be collecting various items to help these 
organizations restore their supplies after holiday 
depletion. Bring your donations to help real people. 
Moms with little babies and no money. Homeless 
people downtown. 

Each Mars Hill campus has a strategy and a 
partner; all three campuses will collect donations 
for two Sundays, February 4 and 11. Depending on 
where you attend, here's how you can help: 

* Ballard Campus: bring non-perishable foods to 
benefit the Union Gospel Mission 
* Shoreline C ampus: bring mom and baby items 

(i.e. diapers, formula, etc.), materials for hygiene 

packs (i.e. toothpaste, deodorant, razors, soap, 

etc.), and/or non-perishable foods to benefit 

North Helpline 

e West Seattle Campus: bring non-perishable 
foods to benefit the S alvation Army 


Email givelove@marshillchurch.org for more info. 





MARS HILL MEMBERS 


IF you're in debt or need to learn 
how to budget, the Financial 
Coaching Ministry is here to help. 
Email: money@marshilichurch.org 


mé lder* 


pastor tim quiring 
role at mars hill 

Community Groups Pastor (identifying, training, and 
providing pastoral care for north end group leaders) 


Sunday campus birthday 
Shoreline 02.03.1961 
family 


married Anne on 9/20/86; children- Nathan (16), Heather 
(13), Sarah (10), Jacob (8) 


first set foot in Mars Hill 

S eptember 2002 at the Earl St. Building. A co-worker, Mars 
Hill member Rob Kuchcinski, was getting married and we 
were invited to the wedding. Having been to many bizarre 
ceremonies | asked about the intended "style." He sent me 
to their wedding webpage which was linked to the Mars Hill 
website and things snowballed from there. The wedding 
Was a great testimony to Jesus and Pastor Bent did a great 
job officiating his first ceremony. 


elder since 
December 2006 


scripture 

"And when he had removed him [Saul], he raised up David 
to be their king, of whom he testified and said, 1 have 
found in David the son of J esse a man after my heart, who 
will do all my will." - Acts 13:22 


David is a hero of mine. He sinned grievously in several 
notable instances in his life. W hat made him different than 
S aul is that he listened to the rebukes of men and prophets 
and humbled himself and repented of his sin. God 
commends him here for that lifestyle and | try to model this 
attitude with my family, friends and co-workers. W e end up 
suffering the consequences of my sin, but the relationship 
with God and man is restored and this enables growth 
through these trials. 


quotation 

"Years ago my mother used to say to me, she'd say, 'In 
this world, Elwood, you must be' - she always called 
me Elwood - 'In this world, Elwood, you must be oh so 
smart or oh so pleasant.’ W ell, for years | was smart. | 
recommend pleasant. You may quote me." 

- Elwood P. Dowd (James Stewart) in the movie Harvey 











Last book read 
C elebration of Discipline, by 
Richard Foster (two thumbs up) 


Last movie watched 
C hronicles of Narnia (it's been a 
year since l've been in a theater) 


Album most listened to # 
W ish You W ere Here, Pink Floyd fi 


Favorite eatery 7 
Fred's Rivertown ағ”. 
Ale House 

(Snohomish) 


officer within a church (synonymous with "pastor"). 
1 Timothy 3: 1-7, Titus 1: 6-9 
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Mars Hill member J esse J aren (right) specializes in personalized greeting cards and hopes to illus- 
trate children’s books someday. His work, along with the art of David Taylor and Natasha Yakimenko, 
was on display as part of the | anuary Seattle Artwalk (the first Thursday of every month). 


The Decemberists: “16 Military Wives” 

| am listening to this band a bit because they play 
happy Beattle-esque pop, which is a nice alternative 
to depressed, emo, kill yourself, rainy day music. 


Ea SAT 


120 Days: “Sleepwalking & Getaway” 
Just something different from the standard American 
pop rock. 





Placebo: “Infrared” 
The album cover is super creepy and the song has 
some odd synth, but | dig the chorus. 


Snow Patrol: "Hands Open" & "Chasing Cars" 
| know these are the sellout mainstream songs, but 
they have nice pop singability. 





30 Seconds to Mars: “The Kill” 
The dude looks weird but can sing and | like the clean 
guitar work. 


Deftones: “Hole in the Earth" 
(4 It’ te it’ f Sometimes you just need a shot of rock. 
5 cu 4 | : S eoa ! Jay-Z: “Dirt off Your Shoulder” & “Big Pimping” 
it S апта S, a (d | like the changing time signatures, the dissonant 
Pf By н н р NE guitar parts апа the overall mid-nineties, post-grunge, 
it’s five pieces joining E 
toge her aS one, C) Breaking Benjamin: “So Cold & Firefly” 
Growing up in South Seattle there is still a metal-ish 
remnant in me. 


PU 





Emery: "The Question" 
Brandon Ebel from Tooth and Nail gave me this one 
and it’s a good album. 








Red Letter 

БЕКЕШ нна ————' | am digging Joel Brown's new Mars Hill worship 
Иа i ov ua Mr Me [ov] Nov СИ IS Me И СИТА ЕТ GI I Me eSI LMS eSI e Hee BA [Se [ISI T his ministry is organized by Mars Hill members, including Jeff B ettger, Brian Barber, JJ: | want to approach the question seriously, but my art always leans towards humorous and cute. | realized while mulling over band. | haven't seen two drum kits since 38 Special. 
and Nicole Skinner. Each month the group gathers work from different artists and puts together an exhibition for display at a gallery space in downtown Seattle's Pioneer Square (619 W estern building). the questions that all of what anyone believes about right or wrong, good or evil, really hinges on what anyone believes is the one 

Every ARP show is based on a theme meant to incite discussion about life, spirituality, and - most importantly - Jesus Christ. This month's topic: "Is there such a thing as right and wrong, good and evil, single truth in life. In my case, the only single truth that | know - that | can always rely on to be true - is Jesus Christ. The rest of Johnny Cash:"Whenthe Man Comes Around" 

: | | | , , , | l , | WP | үе been digging into Revelation a lot lately and the 
or a single truth?” The artists tackling this question are David Taylor, Natasha Y akimenko, and J esse Jaren. Here's Jesse's take on life, his work, and the ARP question of the month: the question just stems from Him and what His W ord tells us to be true. other JC keeps ringing in my ears . 
Vox Pop: W hat are some of the key events in your story as an artist? VP: Care to describe or explain your work that will be on display? | АТТ аа Rosie Thomas 
Jesse Jaren: I've loved to draw since | was a little kid. | love using my imagination. | thought that cartoons were amazing. | would go to the library for hours just looking at all of the pictures in the kids’ books. JJ: It's cute, it's funny, it's animals, and it's five pieces joining together as one. It shows what's going on in every day life, the good My two daughters are huge fans which means daddy 
In school | took some art classes but they weren't much considering that | went to a tiny little Christian School in lowa. My school would go every year to an art show in Des Moines, lowa, to showcase one and the evil, the right and the wrong. It shows how Jesus watches over everything and how Satan Is trying so hard to get into the ends up listening to a lot from our friend Rosie. 
art piece that our art teacher thought was good. roots of our lives so that he can destroy us, and our lives, from the inside out. 14 А 

After a while | started playing music. | stopped drawing and focused only on music. | moved to Seattle in 2002. I found Mars Hill about a week after | moved and got involved іп the Paradox and eventually ҚАЛШЫ аа ТЕ 
Started playing in a couple different worship bands for Proxy. About two years адо | started to draw again. My style fits into the graffiti art style but without the graffiti part of it. | use а lot of pens, markers, Go see the ARP galleries on the first Thursday of every month (619 Western in Pioneer S quare). me of a family reunion that got out of control. 
and, just recently, acrylics. Lately | have been doing a lot of personalized birthday cards. | would eventually like to start making kids’ books and greeting cards. When | heard about the art ministry in Mars Hill Email arts@marshillchurch.org for more info. 


| realized that | really missed art and so | got involved and here | am. 


VP: How do you plan to address the theme question: Is there such thing as right and wrong, good and evil, a single truth? 
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e first thing I’m looking at for adding to my reading 
likt in 2007 is David Wells’ Above All Earthly Powers. 
is book is the fourth and last of a series written 
Wells on the issue of postmodernity and the 
] gontemporary church. It was the impetus for the 

006 Desiring God National Conference, at which 
both Wells and Pastor Mark spoke, among others. I've 
read a lot of responses to the book, and not a single 
one has been negative. The writing is both critical 
and pastoral at the same time, all the while keeping a 


ocus on Christ. 


Interpreting the New Testament Text: Introduction to 
the Art and Science of Exegesis (edited by Darrell Bock 
and Buist Fanning) might sound like quite 
a dry read - and it may prove to be so - but 
how to rightly interpret the Word of God 

is one of the most pressing issues facing 
the church. It always has been and always 
will be, but from my studies of historical 
theology, I've a feeling we live in an age that 
is particularly confused about how to know 
what a text means. Books like this one are 


very much needed. 


Moving from the academic back to the 
pastoral, When the Darkness Will Not Lift 
from the prolific pen of John Piper examines 
depression from a spiritual perspective. We 
all go through bouts of depression from time 
to time. Usually, we can rebound from it, 
but not always. Piper does us all a great 
service by helping us find joy in the only 


true source of joy. 


Growing in Christ by J.I. Packer - the title 
pretty much says it all. Packer's best-known 
work, Knowing God, is one of my favorite 
books and one I return to constantly. Packer's 
books are definitely worth getting, reading, and 


digesting. 


ism: A New Path to 
Liberalism by Wayne Grudem has already 
started to cause waves. Grudem’s thesis 
is that feminism amongst Christians, and 
5 most specifically the movement toward 
female pastors, is the first step down a road 
that inevitably leads to the jettisoning of pa 
d “the fundamentals of the faith” a 


Evangelical Femin 


were calle 
the turn of the 20th century. 











No matter whether you are expecting your first child or 
have a houseful, no matter how long you've been a par- 
ent, there's always room for improvement, especially in 
the spiritual upbringing of your child(ren). Teach Them 
Diligently: How to Use the Scriptures in Child. Training by 
Lou Priolo is one I'm going to hunt down. Sure, I have 
my kids memorize Scripture on a regular basis, but how 
can I do better at integrating Scripture into their lives? 
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2007 


As I write this, 2007 is quickly 

approaching and I'm sitting 

here thinking about what 

I will be reading in the 

next year. As with most 

Decembers, I find myself 

looking at piles of unread 

books on my shelves that 

somehow grow faster 
than my piles of read 
books. One of these 
days I'll get that ratio 
reversed. Or so I keep 

telling my wife. 

But with a new year about 
to dawn, there are a ton 
of books that I want to 
read for the next year, 
some new, some old; 

some I own, some I don't. 
The following is a brief list 
of some of the best of what 
I think I'll be reading next 
year. There are, of course, a 
lot more than what are listed 
here, but these look to be 
the cream of the upcoming 
crop for me. Enjoy. 


a MatthenS. Winslow 









ving to God by Mark Allan Powell. No, the pastors 
didn’t ask me to include this one. But it is an issue 
that I struggle with regularly, especially since we live 
in such a materialistic culture – one that doesn't even 
blink at things like lists of books to buy for the upcom- 
ing year.Um, ГІ stop there, I think. Next book! 


Agessoftware.com aren't books per se but discs with 
lots of great books from the past in PDF format on 
them. Compared to what you get on each disc, the 


8 amount invested is well worth it. I already have the 


10 


Warfield, Calvin, Gill, Owen, and Spurgeon collections, 
as well as the Master Christian Library and Systematic 
Theology bundles. I use them on a regular basis. I 


can't even begin to explain how much I've benefited 
from them. 
















On a related note, go puritanical. As Pastor Mark has 
shared in a past “Vintage Saints” column, the Puritans 
are a great resource for just about any issue you may 
have with the Christian walk, whether it be theological, 
pastoral, practical, or something in between. One of 
the best resources for Puritan writings is the Banner of 
Truth <banneroftruth.org> Puritan Paperbacks series. 
Currently at 37 volumes, it is continually expanding. 
One of the highlights about the series is that many 

of the volumes have been “lightly edited” for modern 
readers, especially the wonderful volumes by John 
Owen who, on a good day, was difficult to follow. 





Other books I've also found myself benefiting from 
greatly are the expositional commentaries of the 

late James Montgomery Boice, as well as those of 

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones. Both men were pastors who 
preached through books of the Bible and then gath- 
ered those sermons into sets. Because these started as 
sermons, they are not academic or dry, but refreshing 
and powerful at providing practical insight to the texts. 


11) OK, this is number eleven on a “top ten” list, but 
I couldn't get away without mentioning that we will 
be seeing a “new” book by J.R.R. Tolkien published 
in April. The Children of Turin has already appeared 
in print in The History of Middle-earth, but it's been 
re-edited and the scholarly apparatus that was in its 
previous incarnation is gone. You can bet I’m going to 
be buying this one soon after it is released. 


So, there you go. Something old, something new, etc. 
This isn't a comprehensive or well-rounded list, but 
hopefully it's a starting point to help everyone grow in 
God in the upcoming year. 1% 


Matthew S. Winslow is a member of Mars Hill Church 
and attends at the Shoreline campus with his wife and 
seven children. 








S ylvester S tallone, and | was on the phone with a representative from 
Paramount Pictures wondering if churches would be interested in a documenta 
they're considering. 

A Mars Hill member who relocated to W hen G od called me to be a pastor, the last 
thing | thought l'd be dealing with was Hollywood suits. It looks like 2007 could be a 
very interesting year; but will these relationships fuel preaching or pandering. E = 

In 2005, Mel Gibson’s controversial depiction of The Passion of the Christ blew H ollywood’s 
mind, making $370 million in its theatrical release and becoming the highest grossing R-rated film of all time. | 
Coupled with the success of C.S. Lewis’ allegorical The C hronicles of Narnia: The Lion, The W itch and the W ardrobe, 
major studio executives surmised that Jesus and Christian themes could be lucrative; they set out to keep the faith alive, 
financially speaking. 

W hereas religion has been avoided like the plague in most film and television projects for the last few decades 
(creating a false mirror of a culture which may not be Christian but claims to be quite spiritual), 2006 gave us Port 
Authority O fficers crying out to God while trapped beneath the rubble of the World Trade Center, NASCAR driver 
Ricky Bobby praying to tiny baby Jesus in Talledega Nights, Rocky Balboa helping the helpless and reading Scripture 
before a fight, and the Hallmarkish Nativity Story rolling out just in time for C hristmas. 

Studios have found bumps in the religious road, however. Gibson’s anti-Semitic comments in July '06 cast a 
shadow on his Passion, leaving doubts about his future as a filmmaker. Fortunately for Gibson, Rosie O 'Donnell and 
Michael Richards took the hate speech spotlight off Mel just in time to save Apocalypto from cinematic apocalypse. 
Featuring a subversive message about depraved cultures and the movement of Christendom, Apocalypto fared well 
while the more overtly Christian Nativity Story performed poorly at the box office. Marketing Executives for major film 
studios are still losing sleep and racking their brains trying to understand what makes Jesus cool. The church phone 
rings, | pick it up, and suddenly Hollywood is dying to know what we want to see and hear. 


. Do me want:to help them? 





The Lord truly knows the last thing | want is another decade of Christian-lite pabulum. | wake up in cold sweats fearing 
the teaser trailer for Touched by an Angel: The Movie. Part of me would love to come alongside and tell Hollywood 
exactly what could be engaging and satisfying for a Christian audience, myself included. We could enjoy proper 
depictions of Christian characters without the usual ignorance associated with faith, or hyper-hypocritical stereotypes. 
W e might get the occasional romantic comedy where they lovebirds don't get horizontal before the wedding. W e might 
even get an onscreen prayer that feels sincere. 

But giving marketing executives the proverbial keys to the Kingdom, helping them master the art of milking 
Christians for their treasure, is not my goal. It could even do more damage than good by crafting for Christians an idol in 
the form of Jesus-styled entertainment, and filling their time with self-indulgent placebos when they should be seeking 
the W ord of God. Living one's life for entertainment that walks and talks and comforts like Jesus is still seeking solace 
at the wrong address. Even Satan knows the best tactic is to twist a word here, a thought there, bending the truth so 
that it’s just a hair's breadth from the real thing. 

As а kid who grew up driving with Michael Landon on the Highway to Heaven, | was still in the wrong lane for 
the better part of 25 years and it took a living Savior to pierce my darkness. It’s distasteful that Christians often create 
an insular entertainment culture, living in a virtual bubble that hamstrings contextualized evangelism; do | want to help 
educate Hollywood so people who don't even love Jesus can do this for us? 

Then | remember my friend Joey, who seems to instinctively leverage literature and media to broker a discussion 
about the gospel. | teach others that film can be an icebreaker for conversation about Jesus. Having a few more films 
out there with Christian character and references to our Savior creates more fuel for the fire of the Holy Spirit, as He 
works through Christians to proclaim the name of our King and Master. Moreover, God is not dependent on His human 
servants to pick up the slack where a film falls silent, or even reliant on the accuracy of the media. My friend G reg's first 


Holy Hollywood! 2 PAGE 21 
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The hypnotic lure 
of this ancient ballet 


“Any sport that comes 
from Scotland is good!” 


— Leslie Nielsen, actor in Men with Brooms 


“Curling is nota sport. | called my 
grandmother and told her she could 
win a gold medal because they have 
dusting in the Olympics now.” 

— Charles Barkley 


“What other Olympic sport offers 
competitors ranging from college 
students to grandparents and where 
a father competes alongside his chil- 
dren? ..And where, most important, 
the sport's code of conduct instructs 
competitors to buy their opponents a 
brew after a game?” 

— Jim Caple, ESPN.com 


М J anuary 07 2007 


Held by the wise calluses of ancient hands, stones forty-three pounds deep 
begin their arching trespass across frozen lakes and rivers. The curl of the 
Stone, with a grace reminiscent of the slope in a swan’s neck, lands it within 
a broom's handle of the goal. Nothing short of a frothy brew will celebrate 
Such artistry, such sparkling elegance, such laudatory strategy. 

W elcome, friend, to the realm of curling. 

The loins of Scotland have conceived far more than the double-fisted 
broadsword of William W allace. For nearly four hundred years, men with 
muscles like cords intertwined around their arms and legs and women with 
Jagged eyes - wide and voracious from decades of manufacturing haggis 
- have competed with ferocious amiability and concentration in this 
peculiar sport. 

Curling developed in a land where genius sat heavy 
and boredom fell as sure as the cold. Indeed tradition holds 
that this land was Scotland, but it is quite possible that the 
genesis of such a whimsical pastime belongs to time im- 
memorial, in a place no one really knows where; perhaps it 
was Atlantis or the perpetual winter of Narnia. Regardless, 
Curling surreptitiously made its way 
to the plaid country, where it 
was disciplined and loved 
like an enthusiastic adoles- 
cent until it evolved into the 
Olympic sport known to the 
world today. 
The Granite Curling 
Club of Seattle is the only 
Organization of its genre on the 
W est Coast, and boasts twenty-eight national titles. Its metropolitan pres- 
ence, humble and easily overlooked, is unbecoming of such noble stature. 
| pass the venue on my weekly commute. For two W ednesdays in a row, 
| have succumbed to the curling siren’s icy call: halting my vehicle and 
Stepping inside the frozen sanctuary. The building itself exudes the very 
soul of the sport: a stern, dreary exterior that masks the convivial explo- 
sion of colorful action inside. The Granite Curling Club bears witness: the 
joy of curling - that awkward lovechild of bowling and shuffleboard - has 
infiltrated our great city and | have been intoxicated by its gentle tonic. 

The sport | saw at this wintry haven resembled not the lazy afternoon 
broadcasts of Olympic telecasts that used to lull me to sleep like a child- 
hood lullaby. But perhaps it is | that have changed over the years, and 
curling has merely awaited my arrival. Either way, in an ironic twist, the 
sport's lethargic pace has invigorated my long-dormant dreams of athletic 
glory. AS a man one mite too slow for any event involving speed and three 
measures too clumsy for any other event involving skill, | am encouraged 
with my discovery of this sport cultivated by the ancients, who sympathize 
with my caveman-like dearth of prowess. 

Yes, a conversion has taken place. Once a mere spectator - the 
first to question the merits of an Olympic sport that resembles spring 
cleaning on ісе - | have now risen from my La-Z-Boy bench and entered 
into the race for Olympic triumph. In true curling fashion, | hope to slide 
towards the fleshy bullion of the world's most tedious crucible of athleti- 
cism on bended knee. 

And you, friend and fellow Mars Hillian, may join me in familial competi- 
tion and together, rocks in hand, we will drink the maddening elixir found 
only in the ardent sweeping of ice; we will raise our brooms to a stone well 
thrown. Take a sip, and awaken the Olympian within you. 17% 


Inspired? Go to www.curlingseattle.org for more about the Granite Curling 
Club. Kyle Isaacson and his wife attend Mars Hill Church and are grad 
students at SPU. 
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spiritual disciplines 


Six days shall work be done, 
but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath of solemn rest, 

holy to the Lord. 
- Exodus 31:15 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





As we examine the spiritual disciplines, it is important to re- 
member that some disciplines are contemplative, while oth- 
ers are active. The contemplative disciplines replenish our 
spirit, renew our mind, and reorient our focus. S ubsequently, 
the contemplative disciplines prepare us to be most effec- 
tive in the practice of our active disciplines, as the following 
chart illustrates: 


Contemplative Active 
Disciplines Disciplines 
Study O bedience 
Solitude Fellowship 
Silence S peaking 
Meditation Teaching 
Prayer Activism 

S abbath W ork 

C hastity Lovemaking 
W orship Evangelism 
Journaling Service 
Fasting Feasting 


In this article we will examine the contemplative disci- 
pline of Sabbath and the correlated active discipline of work. 
W e will learn that, from the early pages of Genesis, God has 
modeled for us a rhythm of labor and then resting to enjoy 
the fruit of that labor. Scripture also tells us that heaven is an 
eternal Sabbath (Hebrews 4:9), which means that when we 
Sabbath we are practicing in faith for our eventual entrance 
into God’s eternal kingdom. 


Sabbath 

To Sabbath is to rest from one’s labor. The first Sabbath day 
was a Saturday: “And on the seventh day God finished his 
work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work that he had done” (Genesis 2:2). The first 
recorded command for humans to Sabbath is in Exodus 
16:23, and the Sabbath is listed as the fourth commandment 
in Exodus 20:8-11. 

In regards to the purpose of the S abbath, it does indeed 
have benefits for all people. W orkers and animals are permit- 
ted to rest as an act of justice and compassion to ensure the 
dignity of God’s creation. Both rich and poor are invited to 
stand in equality for one day as they rest from their labors, 
knowing that our sovereign God is on our side and is able to 
hold the universe and our lives together even when we rest 
and sleep. 

In regards to the day of the Sabbath, some have 
maintained that it should be celebrated on Saturday like the 


Hebrews did, the final day of their week. However, the early 
church abruptly changed the day of worship to Sunday to 
commemorate the resurrection of Jesus from death (Matthew 
28:1; Mark 16:1-2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1) on that first day 
of the new week (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2). Sunday 
remained a work day in the early church until Emperor 
Constantine instituted it as an official day of rest in AD 321. 
In America, there was a debate as to whether the Jewish 
Sabbath of Saturday or the Christian Sabbath of Sunday 
Should be recognized and the compromise was to keep both, 
which is why we have two-day weekends. 

Legalistic attempts have been made to rob the Sabbath 
of its worship and joy by carefully mandating what can and 
Cannot be done. However, Jesus seemed to have intention- 
ally lived in public view to serve as a contrary model of the 
Sabbath than that given by other legalistic teachers. For ex- 
ample, Jesus healed on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:1-14, John 
9:1- 17), taught on the Sabbath (Mark 6:1-2), and promoted 
evangelism on the Sabbath (John 7:21-24). Jesus demon- 
strated that the Sabbath is not to be enforced legalistically, 
but that it exists for worshipful fun and rest. Furthermore, our 
true Sabbath is not in a day but ultimately in a saving relation- 
ship with Jesus where we can rest from trying to earn our 
salvation and rest in His finished work (Matthew 11:28- 30; 
Romans 4:5; Colossians 2:16- 17). Therefore, the S abbath is 
not a law for believers to obey, but instead a grace to enjoy. 

In conclusion, by setting aside a day, we are showing 
that we are a people who are set aside (holy) and who rest in 
Jesus. W orshiping is our primary objective and our weeks are 
purposefully ordered around worship. Then, our worshipful 
work can be rightly undertaken. 


Work 
W ork is laboring well as an act of worship that glorifies G od. 
Subsequently, the father who goes to work, the mother who 
stays home to care for her young children like the woman in 
Proverbs 31, and the student who heads off to school are 
each called by God to labor in their work. Each has sacred 
tasks that G od has appointed for them to capture as opportu- 
nities to worship Him. 

For the first roughly thirty years of His life, Jesus worked 
a common laborer's job as a carpenter. For the remaining 
roughly three years of His life, Jesus said He was about His 
Father's work (John 4:34; 5:17, 36). Jesus' ministry work 
included exhausting preaching, teaching, feeding, healing, 
traveling by foot, and more. 

Both the Old and New Testaments have much to say 
about work, including the following: 


e Genesis 2:15 The Lord God took the man and put 
him in the garden of Eden to work... 


e Exodus 31:15 S ix days shall work be done, but the 
seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the 
Lord. 


e Proverbs 14:23 In all toil there is profit, but mere 
talk tends only to poverty. 


e Proverbs 18:9 W hoever is slack in his work is a 
brother to him who destroys. 

e Proverbs 21:25 The desire of the sluggard kills 
him, for his hands refuse to labor. 


e Ecclesiastes 3:22 So | saw that there is nothing 
better than that a man should rejoice in his work... 


e Colossians 3:23-24 Whatever you do, work 
heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing 
that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance 
as your reward. You are serving the Lord C hrist. 


e 2 Thessalonians 3:10 If anyone is not willing to 
Work, let him not eat. 


e 1 Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I 
am what | am, and his grace toward me was not 
in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any 
of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God 
that is with me. 


The Scriptures are clear that God made us to work and 
that despite the curse which makes our work all the more 
difficult, it is good and honorable for us to labor as unto the 
Lord Jesus. Then, as we have examined, we can enjoy a 
restful Sabbath as God intends. Sadly, however, this sort of 
balanced lifestyle is sorely lacking in our culture. 

The advent of electricity has distanced us from the cre- 
ation rhythms of day and night. It brought about a twenty-four- 
hour lifestyle that includes constant interruption by technology 
such as phones апа BlackB erries, even on our Sabbath days. 
The result is that we are overworked; the average workweek 
grew from forty to fifty hours in the U.S. in the past twenty-five 
years. W e now work more hours than any nation other than 
Japan, which works an equal number of hours. Furthermore, 
the proliferation of temporary jobs that lack security mean that 
people are less likely to take a day off or vacation. It is success 
that causes even more stress and a work load that pressures 
people not to take their S abbath days or vacations. 

Timothy Egan reported this trend in a New York Times 
article on August 20, 2006: “at the start of the summer, 40 
percent of consumers had no plans to take a vacation in the 
next six months, the lowest percentage recorded by the group 
in 28 years" (Vacation? Americans are laying it to rest"). 
In another survey, 43 percent of respondents had no sum- 
mer-vacation plans. Furthermore, roughly 25 percent of U.S. 
workers in the private sector do not get any paid vacation time 
while 33 percent will take only a seven-day vacation, including 
a weekend. A spokesman for AAA said, “It’s kind of sad, really, 
that people can't seem to leave their jobs anymore." In fact, 
"the average American expects his or her longest summer trip 
to last six nights . . . [but] it takes three days just to begin to 
unwind, experts say." 

Indeed, God in His loving wisdom instructs us to 
work and Sabbath equally well. If we fail to do so, we 
must ask ourselves what our god truly is and where our 
faith truly lies. 47% 
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=) Three Men, One Heart... (from pg. 3) 


After careful study and consideration, | concluded that 
Jesus is God, Jesus is the Messiah, and Jesus is the only way 
to be saved from all evil, especially the evil within myself. In 
my life, God has been transforming me from a liar, porn ad- 
dict, fornicator, self-worshipper, materialist, rebellious son to 
a G od-fearing, truthful, righteous man relating purely towards 
women, free from addictive behavior, self-less, and realizing 
the goal of life is not to amass the most possessions but to 
Love God will all my heart, soul, and strength. 


How did you get involved with MHC? 
The road to Mars Hill Church started in 2003. In 2003, 
my wife and | returned to the USA after a trip to Ecuador. 
We sensed a release from God after serving several years 
with the Salvation Army and sensed G od's leading to Doxa 
Church in West Seattle. We enjoyed three years with the 
Doxa family and came to know Mars Hill Church through 
conferences and various friends who attended the Ballard 
Campus. W hen God brought Mars Hill Church to the former 
Doxa location, | felt God calling me to become a member of 
the Mars Hill family, which happened in July 2006. 

| first came in contact with Mars Hill leadership when | 
met Pastor Bubba.| was partof a group of Doxa men who vol- 
unteered to paint Bubba and Shelly’s house in W est S eattle. 
In his house, | learned “the ways of Bubba." | was impressed 
by God's transformation of his life, and it was a joy to real- 
ize our kids are only 3 days apart. Since that day in June of 
2006, my calling to Mars Hill Church has been confirmed 
over and over, and | have been very impressed with our lead- 
ership's emphasis on living missionally and honoring Jesus. 


What has it been like leading the volunteer efforts of 
the West Seattle project? 
God has provided over six hundred volunteer hours from 
various volunteers! Many of those hours include painting, 
drywall patching, assembling furniture, cleaning, cooking, 
demolition, framing, moving pews, and much, much more. 
G od has provided various skilled professionals time and time 
again - often when | least expected it. 

| want to say a heartfelt thanks to each of you who have 
expressed worship to God by serving during the building 
project. You have made a tremendous difference for 604% 
kingdom in W est S eattle. 

| also want to bring the church's attention to a few 
volunteers you may not have known about. | want to be like 
Jan Egger when | grow up. Jan, a retired Boeing worker, 
has easily volunteered more than a hundred and fifty hours 
these pastfew months, faithfully coming to the W est S eattle 
building each W ednesday and Saturday for Breakfast C lub. 
The Riverton crew: thanks to each of the Riverton guys for 
lending your gifts to the facility for close to one hundred 
hours and thanks Rob and Brad for all your organizational 
efforts over this. S cott Stephan, Barney, Ben, Kristen, Barb, 
Scott Staley, Rebecca, Nicole, Greg, and Steve H.- thanks 
for all your leadership and devotion to Christ as you have 
led facility/B reakfast C lub teams throughout these past few 
months. 

Thanks to each Community Group who has given 
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their time to completing the building! We have about 500 
volunteer hours left to complete the building project and 
my prayer is that God will continue to lead volunteers to 
Steward our W est Campus. 17 


A lot of work remains in order for the West Seattle build- 
ing to be ready for its first Sunday service this spring. 
Check out the back cover of this magazine for some spe- 
cific ways that you and your Community Group can help. 


=) Translation Matters (from pg. 4) 


of something in my life. The editor responded that | would 
need to explain what conviction meant because they were 
not familiar with the word and assumed my readers would 
not know what | was talking about. W hy? Because outside 
of Christianity even something as simple as conviction is 
not understood. 

Words open up worlds of new truths. Therefore, if 
people do not know the words of Scripture we should not 
give them new words that close off new truths. Rather, we 
Should give them the old words of the original text, literally 
translated into English, so that a new world of truth can be 
opened to them. Because we love people, we should strive 
to explain the words that they do not understand so that they 
can fully appreciate what God is saying to them through 
Scripture. 


5. The ESV upholds the complementarian nature of 
gender in Scripture. 


Unbeknownst to the average Bible-reading Christian, there 
is a great debate raging in academic circles about the lan- 
guage of gender and how it relates to biblical translation. 

It must be pointed out that, in its more insidious 
forms, the push for gender-neutral language is in fact a 
push against Scripture. For example, Scripture states that 
God made us “male and female” (for example, Genesis 
1:27). Consequently, in God's created order, there is both 
equality between men and women (because both are His 
image-bearers) and distinction (because men and women 
have differing roles). This position is called complementa- 
rianism and teaches that men and women, though equal, 
are also different in some ways and therefore function best 
together in a complementary way, like a right hand and left 
hand (1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 5:22- 33; Colossians 
3:18- 19; 1 Timothy 2:8- 3:13). But those with a feminist or 
homosexual agenda are seeking to eradicate the created 
distinction between males and females so as to validate new 
alternative lifestyles that are not acceptable according to 
Scripture. Translations such as the New Revised Standard 
accommodate this by wrongly translating "male and female" 
in Genesis 1:27 as the androgynous “humankind.” The New 
Living Bible translates it as the genderless “people.” The 
reason all of this matters to Bible translation is two-fold. 

First, there is pressure from some theological teams to 
change the masculine language that Scripture uses in favor 
of more feministic and/or gender-neutral language that is not 
the language of the original text. Translations that use gen- 


der-neutral language include the TNIV, NLT, NCV, NRSV, 
G NB, and CEV. 

Second, even more insidious is the effort of some to 
feminize G od. Theologically speaking, God does not have 
a gender because God is not a man (Numbers 23:19). In 
using the word "He," the Bible is not saying that God is 
merely a man, but rather that God is a unique person that 
does not have a biological gender but does reveal Himself 
with terms such as "Father" when speaking about Himself. 
For example, Jesus said "Our Father" when he gave us our 
model of how to pray. Therefore, referring to G od as Father is 
not an antiquated oppression from a patriarchal culture, but 
an echo of the prayer life of Jesus. 


6. TheESV upholds the truth that while Scripture is 
meant for all people, it cannot be communicated in 
such a way that all people receive it. 


Scripture teaches us that God loves the whole world and 
that we should seek to reach as many people as possible. 
S ubsequently, the desire to make the Bible understandable 
so that more people can learn about Jesus is something that 
every C hristian should wholeheartedly agree to. 

However, we must remember that we cannot change 
the words of Scripture because God has called us to not 
only communicate widely, but also communicate truthfully. 
W e must accept that not all Scripture is easy to understand 
for many reasons. First of all, we are sinners, which means 
that sometimes we suppress the truth because we disagree 
with S cripture and are unwilling to repent. The problem is a 
hard heart and not just a difficult translation (Romans 1:28). 
Second, God's thoughts are much higher than our own 
(Isaiah 55:9). Third, G od has secrets that He has not revealed 
to us (Deuteronomy 29:29). Fourth, we sometimes see the 
truth dimly and know it in part (1 Corinthians 13:12). 

Furthermore, even the greatest of communicators were 
known to be hard to understand when they spoke God's 
truth. For example, some of Jesus' teaching was declared 
to be a "hard saying" by His hearers (John 6:60). Jesus also 
taught in parables, knowing that His teaching would not be 
readily understood by all his hearers, but only those with 
"ears to hear" (Mark 4:10- 23). Speaking of Paul's writings, 
around which controversy continues to swirl today, Peter 
said, "And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just 
as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to 
the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he 
speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in 
them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and 
unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other 
Scriptures” (2 Peter 3:15- 16, emphasis added). 

W e should make every effortto have the B ible translated 
in words that as many people as possible can understand. 
But we must also be careful not to cross a line where we 
change God's words in hopes that more people will accept 
them. Apart from the ministry of the Holy Spirit working in us, 
there is no way we can gladly receive the truth. Even with the 
Holy Spirit, some parts of Scripture remain for us "hard to 
understand," as they were even for Peter, who was trained 
by Jesus and penned Scripture. 


What is the place of other translations at Mars Hill? 


In the history of Mars Hill Church we have never divided 
over the issue of Bible translations. We have always main- 
tained that various translations have various strengths and 
weaknesses and that the student of Scripture benefits from 
enjoying multiple translations. Furthermore, we have always 
praised God for every good English translation and trust 
G od the Holy Spirit to use them to transform our lives. 

Therefore, we would not discourage our people from 
enjoying multiple good English translations of Scripture. 
However, we would encourage them to use the English 
Standard Version or another good word-for-word translation 
as their primary study tool while also using other translations 
as secondary resources for their studies. 

Lastly, while purchasing a study Bible can be quite 
expensive, it is imperative that every serious student of 
the Bible invest some money purchasing at least one nice 
Bible with some helps (footnotes, cross-references, etc.) 
and room for their notes. W hen buying a Bible, the general 
rule is that the more money you spend, the better the quality 
of paper, binding, and leather you will receive. If you are 
planning to read your primary Bible a lot, fill it with notes, 
and keep it for a long time, you will want to invest in a good 
Bible so that it lasts. 17% 
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ers don't know the other existing dozen-plus elders who 
round out this amazing team called by Jesus to shepherd 
His church here in Seattle. Look for profiles throughout the 
year in Vox Pop to get behind the job description and put a 
face on these men and the deacons they work with to shape 
this church. There will also be text and video profiles soon 
on marshillchurch.org. 

W e hope you'll take the time to get to know these 
church leaders so you can pray for them and encourage 
them throughout 2007. Lastly, be in prayer as they look at 
future leaders, discerning and discipling the men who will 
grow the elder ranks in our next round. 17 


= West Seattle (from pg. 9) 


was not over. The split and the suit had taken an emotional 
and financial toll on the band of W est Seattle Christians. 
Though they were able to buy the church back, they still 
didn't have many members return with them. 

These faithful few did their best, but the monstrous 
building - with over 1,600 seats in the main auditorium 
alone - now became a burden to the small congregation. 
They rented sections of the church out to two different 
church groups; while the rental income kept them going in 
the short-term, a lot of the church's property was damaged 
in the process. 

Rev. Haldane J. Duff preached his last sermon in August 
of 1992, on the subject of heaven, because he knew his time 
was near. He passed away on December 5, 1992, at the 
age of seventy-nine. The memorial service was held at G race 
Community Church, which he had pastored for forty-five 


consecutive years (1947-1992). 

Back in Ireland, before Haldane was born, his father 
had "counted the family fortune as nothing compared to the 
opportunity to serve his Lord." Haldane's sister wrote about 
the fruit of this decision, how the elder Duff "influenced thou- 
sands and thousands of other lives all around the world." 

Haldane's life represents the faithful continuation of 
an epic legacy that continues today. The decade following 
his death would see a new beginning for the W est Seattle 
congregation. This next chapter will be the subject of the fifth 
and final installment of this series, available February 4. 17% 


"A Great Cloud of Witnesses: a History of the W est Seattle 
C ampus" will be published in its entirety in conjunction with 
the grand re-opening of the 35th Avenue building this spring. 
Crystal Griffin is a deacon at Mars Hill; she is a pastoral 
assistant to Mark Driscoll. 


=) Holy Hollywood! (from pg. 17) 


step toward salvation came while he was still smoking pot, 
nursing his munchies, and playing Final Fantasy VII, glued 
to his controller and becoming increasingly provoked by the 
game story, wondering if God might be real, vengeful, and 
coming like S ephiroth to destroy the world. His habits and 
theology have changed radically since that day, but God 
picked a strange place to initiate the call. 

So the phonerings, and I find myself in a bitofa quandary 
wondering how much to give - where to elucidate and where 
to be concise - and how exactly these new relationships can 
further the gospel. l'm reminded of the Apostle Paul's words 
in his letter to the first century church in Philippi, when he was 
in prison and some other gentlemen were preaching Jesus 
for the wrong reasons: "It is true that some preach Christ 
out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. The latter 
do so in love, knowing that | am put here for the defense of 
the gospel. The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, 
not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me 
while | am in chains. But what does it matter? The important 
thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, 
Christ is preached. And because of this | rejoice.” 

In 2007, Film and Theology, one of Mars Hill’s min- 
istries devoted to engaging popular culture, is going to 
discuss more than just the films; we will further examine 
and educate regarding this shifting relationship between 
Christianity and cinema, starting with Oliver Stone’s ee- 
rily reverent World Trade Center (7pm, January 19 at the 
Ballard Campus). And each issue of Vox Pop will deal with 
an aspect of this as well. 

If Hollywood can actually be persuaded to put an ac- 
curate depiction of Jesus - and His message - on the big 
screen, | can put up with their spurious motivations. Our 
brothers and sisters can be encouraged by it, use it to foster 
friendly debate, and our King Jesus can utilize it however 
He wishes to change people’s hearts. Thankfully, | can also 
Sleep soundly if the producers and screenwriters screw it up 
entirely, because Christ is ultimately this story's director. 1% 
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LOVE 


This season, Mars Hill Church 
is collecting items for various 
Seattle charities. 





Each campus has a different partner: 


e Ballard Campus and Union Gospel Mission 
(donations requested: non-perishable food items) 


• Shoreline Campus and North Helpline 
(donations requested: non-perishable food items; 
mom and baby items, i.e. diapers, clothing, etc.) 


• West Seattle Campus and The Salvation Army 
(donations requested: non-perishable food items) 





Bring your donations on 
February 4 and 11 and help us 


love our communities. - 
JV 
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Burien Monday 6:30pm 

LedBy: Barney Giles 

Contact: Rachel Henrikson 

Phone: 206-932-2037 

Email: §eandrhenrikson@ hotmail.com 


Des Moines Monday 7pm 

LedBy: Christopher C icero 

Contact: Chris Cicero 

Phone: 206-923-1549 

Email:  cicero.communitygroup@gmail.com 


Everett Monday 6:30pm 

LedBy: Joel Cappello 

Contact: Jesse Hopson 

Phone: 425-259-4915 or 206-779-2458 
Email:  hopson@u.washington.edu 


Greenlake Monday 7pm 

LedBy: Paul Freed 

Contact: Rachel Freed 

Phone: 206-985-2395 

Email: rachelfreed@marykay.com 


Redmond Monday 10am 

LedBy: Cecille Phillips 

Contact: Meghan Dosch 

Phone: 425-868-6334 

Email:  meghandosch@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


West Seattle Monday 1pm 

LedBy: James Dalrymple, Douglas Gran 
Contact: Mary Dalrymple 

Phone: 206 243 8387 

Email: jmcdalrymple@msn.com 


Auburn Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: ТЈ Bauer 

Contact: Pam Bauer 

Phone: 253-839-8816 

Email:  pam.bauer@comcastnet 


Burien Tuesday 10am 
LedBy: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Contact: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Phone: 206-229-9174 
Email:  Katfberg@gmail.com 
For Women Only 


Capitol Hill Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Matthew Grummer 
Contact: Natalie Grummer 
Phone: 206-370-1808 

Email: g.designers@gmail.com 


Edmonds Tuesday 10:30am 
LedBy: Heidi Bleeker 

Contact: Heidi Bleeker 

Phone: 425-774-6456 

Email: heidibleeker@ yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Northgate Tuesday 10am 

LedBy: Carla Youngblut 

Contact: Carla Youngblut 

Phone: 206-219-9125 

Email:  marshill@carla.youngblut.net 
For Women Only 


University District Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Troy Dillon 

Contact: Michael and Kirsten С oesele 
Email:  kirsten@kml-design.com 
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University District Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: James Rose 

Contact: Julie Rose 

Phone: 206-715-4272 

Email:  jnrose@liberty.edu 


View Ridge Tuesday 10am 
LedBy: Jennifer Lasley 
Contact: Jenn Lasley 

Email: mjlasley@ gmail.com 
For Women Only 


West Seattle Tuesday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Lynton Hyde 

Contact: Brian W ard 

Phone: 206-915-7260 

Email:  theunionstate@hotmail.com 


Ballard Wednesday 9:45am 
LedBy: Melissa Woolley 
Contact: Melissa W oolley 
Phone: 206-417-5563 
Email:  thomsml@spu.edu 
For Women Only 


Bothell Wednesday 7pm 

LedBy: Darren Anderson 

Contact: Andrea Anderson 

Phone: 425-605-4785 

Email:  andrea@djamanderson.com 


Marysville Wednesday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Philip A. Poirier 
Contact: Phil or Diane Poirier 
Phone: 360-653-9432 

Email:  pdpoirier@msn.com 


Mill Creek Wednesday 7pm 
LedBy: Jeff Gwin 

Contact: Jeff Gwin 

Phone: 206-351-7466 

Email: jeff gwin@hotmail.com 


SeaTac Wednesday 7pm 
LedBy: Douglas Gran 
Contact: Kate Gran 

Phone: 206 246 2276 

Email:  Kategran@comcastnet 


Queen Anne Thursday 6:30 
LedB y: Anthony lanniciello 

Contact: Anthony or Kristin lanniciello 
Phone: 206-355-7105 

Email:  community@ianniciello.net 


SeaTac Thursday 10am 
LedBy: Teresa Bettger 
Contact: Teresa Bettger 
Phone: 206-227-4681 
Email:  tabettger@mac.com 
For Women Only 


SeaTac Thursday 7pm 

LedBy: Steve Crain 

Contact: Steve Crain 

Phone: 206-290-4434 

Email:  stevecrain@healthy-dynamics.com 


West Seattle Thursday 7pm 
LedBy: Phil Long 

Contact: Phil Long 

Phone: 206-935-7622 
Email:  seattlephil@msn.com 


Madison Valley Saturday 9:30am 
LedBy: Kirk McKelvey 

Contact: lan and Stella Shafer 
Phone: 206-992-6627 

Email:  stela@1321.org 


More than 135 Community Groups meet weekly throughout the region. 
Through leaming and accountability C ommunity G roups exist to develop mature 
Chnstians who will go out into their various social networks carrying the hope 

of the G ospel. For complete group listings, go to marshillchurch.org or 

email community@marshillchurch.org 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from G od. O ur money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping G od with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should І give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, "For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also" (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don't give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus' forgiveness of that sin. W e are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Сап І Give At Mars Hill? 
e Place a check or cash in a secure giving box located at the 
church entrance. 


Place a check or cash in an offering basket during service. 
If you wish to use an envelope, ask for one at the info desk 
or find one attached to a secure giving box at the church 
entrance. 


Mail a check to the Ballard C ampus (contact the office if 
you would like some self-addressed envelopes): 1401 NW 
Leary W ay, Seattle, W A 98107 


Online contributions can be given ма debit ог 
credit card using our secure giving website located at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


Automatic payments through ACH can be set up. E-mail 
giving@marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Donation of stock is also an option. E-mail giving@ 
marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Sincerely, Pastor Jamie Munson 
Questions, Comments, or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 





CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 




















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
Nov 12 $130,000 $287,586 846 4990 
Nov 19 $130,000 $170,844 706 4894 
Nov 26 $130,000 $127,093 585 3941 
Dec 3 $130,000 $157,653 624 4711 
Dec 10 $130,000 $159,922 705 4728 
Dec 17 $130,000 $168,925 543 4239 























MONTHLY BUDGET VS.ACTUAL GIVING 
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H Monthly Budget $400,000 $500,000 
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$400,000 














June 
$400,000 














July Aug Sep October 
$625,000 $500,000 $520,000 $650,000 








November 
$520,000 











Actual Given $472,839 $558,040 














$437,504 


$533,836 














$540,548 $496,235 $443,122 $400,503 


$860,831 





*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don't represent actual surplus or deficit, as expenses are not reflected in these numbers. 


OPERATING FUNDS UPDATE 


W hen our previous fiscal year ended in June, 2006, Mars Hill 
had approximately $400,000 in operational savings to cover any 
income shortfalls in our current fiscal year. Due to many varying 
factors over the first four months of this fiscal year, our giving 
was less than our budgeted needs. By the end of October we 
had depleted the savings and were forced to make some budget 
cuts as well as address the issue of giving with the whole church. 
All of this was explained in detail at the end of the sermon on 
S unday, November 5, 2006, which can be found at marshill- 


church.org/ sermonseries/ vintagejesus. 


S ince O ctober, giving has significantly increased. W hile the 
current income level is encouraging, it is the number of donor 
households that is particularly noteworthy. For the last three 
weeks of October we averaged 435 donations per week, which 
was down from our fiscal year average of 460 donations per 
week. In November, we averaged 747 donations per week. We 
are encouraged by the messages of conviction and repentance 
regarding people's attitude toward tithing, and are cautiously op- 
timistic that our operating income will meet our budgeted needs. 
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Volunteer with 
Children's Ministry 


January orientation sessions: 
1/14 - Ballard 11am 
1/21 - Shoreline 11:15am 
1/28 - West Seattle 1pm 
(in the 35th Ave building, 
not Chief Sealth) 
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Last summer, Mars Hill Church was given a building 
that is to become Our West Seattle Campus. 


After thousands of hours of renovation and difficult labor, the West Seattle Campus is scheduled to open 
its doors in spring- but a lot more k needs to be done first. Help make it happen. 





BLOOD. SWEAT. TEARS. 





Weekly volunteer work parties (painting, demoli 

the next few weeks. Drop-ins welcome: 

е Tuesday evenings: 5-9 pm (now M | 13) 

• Wednesday evenings: 5-9 pm (now through 2/14) 
• Saturdays: 9 am- 4 pm (now through 2/17) 

е Monday 1/15: 3 -9 pm 

е Monday 2/5: 5-9 pm 


re-installing pews, etc 






Consider volunteering on one of these nights with your Community Group. Volunteers are welcome 
at other times besides those listed above; email erikh@marshillchurch.or ” ШШЕ a time 
when you can help out. ы 


Тһе West Seattle Campus building is located at 7551 35^ Ave SW. 





